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The Wichita Stamp Club Newsletter has
won numerous awards from the American
Philatelic Society as a publication of a
local society. This is your Newsletter.
Support it by submitting an article; words of
wisdom; facts about a stamp or cover; an
adlet or whatever you think might be of
interest to other club members. The
opinions expressed in the Newsletter are
of the writer and not those of the officers or
membership. WSC is a charter member of
the American Philatelic Society and is also a
a member of the Oklahoma Philatelic
Society and the American Topical
Association. Meetings are held at the Cessna
Activity Cntr, 2744 Geo. Washington Blvd.
Meetings begin at 5:30 pm and programs
follow. Visitors are always welcome. The
Wichita Stamp Club welcomes new
members. Annual dues are $10.00 for
individuals and $15.00 for families.

lforster@cox.net
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Fellow members, As I write this message, Christmas is quickly approaching and we are nearing the
end of 2021. I hope everyone is well and looking forward to a happy holiday. Although 2021 has
brought us some progress toward normalcy regarding the pandemic, we have not yet completed the
process. However, it has been gratifying to be able to resume meetings and get together with each
other. Hopefully 2022 will bring further improvements in our ability to function and to enjoy our
hobby. Perhaps we may even be able to return to our regular meeting date and location. If you have not
yet paid your 2022 dues, don’t forget to send them to Bob Haines. Stay safe and have a Merry
Christmas. I hope to see everyone soon.
Bob Cairns, President
Door Prizes: 11/17 Alan Scoles received the $2.50 Club certificate. Jim Ray received a copy of
UXC1. Mike Ciskowski received a copy of Italy Scott #348. Charles Moll received the Great Britain
set Scott #s 1382-86. Michael Herman, who was our guest this evening, received a MNH copy of
Mexico Scott # 975a.
Club Meetings and Programs
January 5
January 19

Regular meeting
Regular meeting

All Club functions occur at the Cessna Activity Center and begin at 5:30.

Auction lots for the February 2, 2022 club
auction are due to Bob Haines by the January 5th
meeting.
A big Thank You to retiring Bernrd Frazier and Ernie Webb for
the great leadership they have provided the
Wichita Stamp Club!
The June, 2022 edition will be the last issue of the Wichita Stamp Club Newsletter edited and
published by the current editor and publisher. Those who would continue the tradition are asked to
correspond with our President, Bob Cairns. I will be happy to discuss any logistical and content
related issues. Thank you. Jeff Lough
UPCOMING REGIONAL STAMP EVENTS
Louis Forster
2022
February 18-19
Cessna Stamp Club Show Cessna Activity Center
2744 George Washington Blvd Wichita, Kansas
Friday 9 - 5 & Saturday 9 – 4
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Christmas Social by Bernrd Frazier
The December meeting, also known as the Christmas Social, of the Wichita Stamp Club was
held on December 1st at the Cessna Activity Center. The meeting started with a prayer led by Sister
Edwina Pope and was quickly followed by the main event, dinner. Twenty-five members dined on
covered dishes, deserts and fried chicken. After dinner the more important part of the evening was
addressed.
President Cairns opened the meeting of the Wichita Stamp Club at 6:17 pm. The purpose of the
business meeting was the election of officers for the coming year. Lou Forster, the nominating
committee chairman, then presided over the meeting.
Lou presented the following slate: Bob Haines for Treasurer: John Findling for Secretary:
Mike Ciskowski for Vice President and a vacancy for the President. Each of the nominated was voted
upon and is now a member of the 2022 Board.
Bob Mies then nominated the current President, Bob Cairns, to fill the 2022 position. After
consideration, Mr. Cairns accepted the nomination and was unanimously elected to the 2022 Board. In
that there was no additional business, the business meeting was adjourned at 6:30pm. Now the fun. To
finish the evening, it was time to play Santa Bingo. John Grow called the numbers and everyone else
played their card. Thirteen prizes were available and went to the winners. It was a very pleasant
evening with great food and lots of time to catch up on the past year.

Page 3

Members and guests in attendance included Bob Cairns, Mike and Norma Ciskowski, Sheila
Eastburn, John Findling, Lou Forster, Bernrd Frazier, John Grow, Ralph Lott, David Mead, Bob
Mies, Charles and Kathy Mott, Marc Monasmith, Rose Neiswonger, Sister Edwina Pope, Dale
Wilson and Daniel Timbke.
*****************************

An early pioneering coast to coast (1923) night air mail cover.
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Appreciate a Dragon Day

by Jeff Lough

Appreciate a Dragon Day is meant to encourage the exploration of the mythical creatures and
their cultural significance in society and history. European dragons differ markedly from those of the
Chinese countries and Japan. In those east Asian societies dragons have no legs and they fly through
the air. They have traditionally been held in high esteem in those societies. In China 5-toed dragons
(Figures 1 and 2) indicate the Emperor. Fewer toes signify progressively lesser important entities. An
example of an 1872 Japanese stamp portraying a pair of dragons enclosing the stamp’s central vignette
is presented on the cover of the newsletter.

Figure 2

Figure 1

The four legged dragon shown on the Welsh regional stamp (Figure 3) has the forked tongue
typically found with depictions of the devil. European dragons were regarded as evil entities. This
dragon, as well as some other European dragons, were regarded as fierce protectors of their masters.
The great southern Germanic legend about Siegfried includes his ultimate killing of a dragon, as
shown in the 1926 Austrian semi-postal below (Figure 4). This legend was used as the story line for
that most famous of Wagner’s group of four operas, Der Ring des Nibelungen (The Ring of the
Nibelung).

Figure 3

Figure 4
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The Galop celebrates Philately by Jeff Lough
The galop has been a popular form of dance whose name refers to the fast running gait of a
horse. In the 1820s European elites began to use this quickly paced dance as a way to finish an evening
of waltzes and other group dances. In the 1830s the can-can, a similar form of dance, developed among
the more settled classes in Paris. Consequently many tunes from the early 19 th century through the early
jazz era of the 20th century were composed and many scores published which were fast paced and
referred to as “galops.” We have here the covers of the published scores for two galops, the “Postal
Card Galop” and the “Good-By Old Stamp, Good-By” galop. The score for the Postal Card Galop was
published in New York in 1875 and scored for the piano. It was written by William A. Pond, Jr.
The second “Good-By Old Stamp, Good-By” galop was composed by Sam, Jr. and Uncle Sam
(that’s right) and the score was published in Chicago in 1883. The score includes music for a chorus
and piano. The first line of the chorus reads “Good by, old stamp, it’s human luck that ends our
friendship so.”

Page 6

A Brief Overview of Cloud County’s Postmarks and Post Offices
by Jeff Lough

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3
Cloud County is known among those interested in Kansas history as a location where many
French and Irish Roman Catholics settled in the latter part of the 19 th century. During this era many
children whose parents were indigent, unmarried or had died in Boston, Baltimore and New York City
were sent to Concordia on the way to their being “adopted” by Kansas farmers and shop keepers as
child laborers.
The December 8, 1888 postal stationary shown as Figure 1 has its Christopher Columbus 400 th
anniversary stamp cancelled by both a simple, difficult-to-read Concordia circular date stamp and a
smudgy killer. As can be seen on the Galbraith RPO map in Figure 2 Concordia was a center of railroad
activity in the late 19th and early 20th century. An early photo of Concordia’s post office is shown as
Figure 3.
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Miltonvale is in the southeastern part of the county. For a fairly lengthy period of time it had an
active Methodist Episcopal college. Miltonvale’s post office was established in the home of W. T.
Mattews April 6,1882. The Miltonvale stand alone post office shown in Figure 6 was built in 1934, The
July 30, 1908 Miltonvale penny post card (Figure 5) is cancelled with a duplex canceller holding a cds
with the approximate time as well as the other usual information and a 9 bar vertical oval killer. On
March 3, 1907, the United States had issued regulations that allowed the address side of a picture
postcard to be divided into a message panel and an address panel. It was called the “divided back.” The
left side of the divided back on this card has a fairly extensive note to a friend in southern Ottawa
County to the south about a diploma, the hot weather and a Chautauqua event in Minneapolis.

Figure 5

Figure 6

Figure 7
Figure 8
The currently active post office in Jamestown is pretty unique with having two Doric columns
appearing to hold up the front of the building. Another unique feature of this post office is that its only
sign is a blue painted marking on the front step. The June 20, 1882 double circled postmark
accompanies a nice intricate circular wheel killer smacking the postal envelope’s stamp.

